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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendments and Terminal Disclaimer filed 6/28/04 . 

2. lEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-47 , 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 14 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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Examiner's Amendment 

IN THE CLAIMS 

In claim 23, last line, "railroad;" has been replaced by - -railroad.- - 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-47 are allowed. The prior art of record fail to teach a method of 
operating a digitally controlled model railroad, comprising, among other 
limitations, validating first and second commands, received at an interface, 
against permissible actions of the model railroad and the interface sending a third 
and fourth command representative of the first command and the second 
command, respectively, for execution on a digitally controlled model railroad. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4072. The examiner can nonnally be reached on M-R, from 0900- 
1600. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (703) 305-8233. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




